KELOWNA ACCORD
It took 24 months of personal effort by then-Liberal
Prime Minister Paul Martin to establish the trust
and respect upon which progress could be based –
engaging the federal government, all provinces and
territories,
and
all
national
Aboriginal
organizations. As a result, in 2005 First Ministers
and National Aboriginal Leaders produced a
landmark agreement that has come to be known as
the Kelowna Accord. A ten-year commitment was
established to close the gap in the quality of life that
now exists between Aboriginal peoples and other
Canadians. All agreed to take immediate action in
five key areas: health, education, housing,
relationships, and economic opportunities. The
following policies are in accordance with the
principles set out in the Kelowna Accord.
The Conservative government cancelled the
Kelowna Accords upon taking office in 2006 and has
made little progress to work collaboratively to
improve the standard of living and quality of life for
Aboriginals.

EDUCATION








Lift the 2% cap on financial support for
Aboriginal education and increase funding
for Aboriginal K-12 education by $300
million;
Work with the Métis community to establish
a new national Métis scholarship program
for post-secondary education;
Increase Canadian society’s awareness of
First Nations, Inuit, and Métis through
curriculum development that reflects
Aboriginal history, cultures and traditions;
Increase the number of qualified Aboriginal
teachers, as well as promoting cultural
awareness among Aboriginal teachers;

HOUSING






Involve
Aboriginal
peoples
in
the
determination of their own housing
solutions;
Re-think current approaches to Aboriginal
housing policy, service and supports by
working with provincial, territorial, and
Aboriginal partners to establish a renewed
Affordable Housing Framework. The new
Framework will focus on the particular
needs of Aboriginal peoples, including
reducing homelessness, maintaining and
renewing existing affordable housing stock
in good condition, addressing urgent needs
and long-term sustainable solutions,
stimulating new construction of affordable
housing. Operationalize this with $600
million in new funding over two years;
Supporting housing solutions for Aboriginal
women in transition and single parents;

HEALTH
Prior to the Kelowna Accord, the Liberal
Government of Canada developed the Blueprint on
Aboriginal Health - a ten-year transformative plan
intended to, without unnecessary duplication and
creation of parallel healthcare systems, lead to
concrete initiatives to:
 Improve delivery and access to health services;
 Ensure that Aboriginal peoples benefit fully from
improvements to Canadian health systems;
 Set up health promotion and disease prevention
measures and programs that will address other
determinants of health (e.g. housing, education).
These investments will build on the $700 million
committed at the September 13, 2004 Special
Meeting of First Ministers and National Aboriginal
Leaders.

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES






Address key components of economic
opportunities for all Aboriginal peoples in areas
such as economic infrastructure, training and
skills development, connectivity, improving the
regulatory environment, resource development,
and business development.
Facilitate effective economic opportunity
partnerships among all parties (e.g. federal,
provincial, and territorial governments,
Aboriginal communities and institutions, private
sector).
With Aboriginal Leaders, initiate regional
distinction-based processes, which are inclusive
of all Aboriginal peoples, as well as with federalprovincial-territorial governments and private
sector representatives to identify economic
opportunity strategies.

LAND CLAIMS
The Liberal Party of Canada is committed to
resolving outstanding land claims and to ensuring
that the right to self-determination and selfgovernment means something real and tangible
for First Nations across Canada. A Liberal
Government of Canada would work with First
Nations to reach speedy, good faith resolutions of
specific and comprehensive land claims.

INDIAN ACT
Canada must work in partnership with First
Nations to move beyond the Indian Act, and
establish modern, effective, and efficient CrownFirst Nations relations. Liberals believe it is
important to move beyond the legacy of the
Indian Act, while ensuring that existing Aboriginal
relationships, agreements and treaties with the
Crown are not compromised, which could
negatively affect the lives of Aboriginal peoples.

